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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The final POST-DIGITAL workshop took place on 26 and 27 September 2023 in Palma de Mallorca, Spain. It 
was organised by IFISC and took place on the premises of UIB. This event was held in person with the option 
to join it online.  

The final workshop was organised in the same manner as previous annual POST-DIGITAL workshops which 
proved to be very successful. Besides the presentations from the ESRs on their research progress plenty of 
time was planned for discussions and group work. In this final workshop ESRs worked in three groups 
focusing on Computing Concepts, Implementations, and Application with the goal to prepare a paper about 
POST-DIGITAL. In addition, Prof Herbert Jaeger from University of Groningen gave a very interesting talk on 
the topic: “It has taken 2350 years to understand symbolic-logical computing. Next step: understanding 
brains…” and researchers from the host organisation IFISC LLuis Arola, Roberta Zambrini and Silvia Ortin gave 
insights in their research.  
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1 FINAL POST-DIGITAL WORKSHOP  
The Final POST-DIGITAL workshop took place on 26 and 27 September 2023. Our aim was to spread the 4 

annual project workshops evenly throughout the project duration starting in January 2021 when 14 out of 15 

ESRs have been already recruited. The date of the final workshop was set close to the end of the recruitment 

periods of the majority of the ESRs. After a consultation with the consortium members all ESRs were invited 

to the final workshop including the 3 researchers whose recruitment periods had finished shortly before the 

event. It took place at the premises of the UIB in Palma de Mallorca, Spain and was organised by Dr Miguel 

Soriano and the IFISC team. The event was held in person, for people who could not attend there was the 

option to join the workshop online. 

 

 

In POST-DIGITAL the annual workshops are the prime opportunity for ESRs to update the consortium on 

progress in their PhD research topic and conduct in-depth scientific discussions with other project members. 

During the final POST-DIGITAL workshop ESRs presented their project goals and results but also the process of 

developing their ideas and scientific approaches. The researchers also shared their experience as MSCA 

fellows and the impact of the project on their personal and professional progress. The project offered a lot of 

opportunities for networking, knowledge exchange and joint activities through secondments, short visits and 

different events. Thus, the achieved results are due to multidisciplinary collaborations and constructive 

discussions. In conclusion we can say that the cohesion of the POST-DIGITAL group is extraordinary, the 

collaboration within the project was very productive and further collaborations are planned. 

 

In addition to the ESRs’ presentations, there was a welcome talk from the institute’s director Professor Emilio 

Hernandez-Garcia, also the IFISC researchers LLuis Arola, Roberta Zambrini and Silvia Ortin presented their 

research. Professor Herbert Jaeger from the University of Groningen gave a talk with the title “It has taken 

2350 years to understand symbolic-logical computing. Next step: understanding brains…” 

 

On both days, following the presentations, the POST-DIGITAL members had 2 hours for working in groups 

focusing on three different topics: Computing Concepts, Implementations, and Application with the goal to 

capture the acquired expertise in a review paper. Dr Miguel Soriano has contacted the journal Reviews in 

Physics and received a very positive response on the paper. Currently the consortium finalises the paper.  

 

A nice addition to the Final POST-DIGITAL workshop was the dinner for the whole consortium organised by 

the beneficiary IFISC.  

 

The following POST-DIGITAL members took part in the event:  

Sergei K. Turitsyn (coordinator, Aston), Serge Massar (deputy coordinator, ULB), Miguel Soriano (IFISC), 

Apostolos Argyris (IFISC), Claudio Mirasso (IFISC), David Domenech (VLC Photonics), Steven Abreu (ESR, RUG), 

Guillaume Pourcel (ESR, RUG), Anas Skalli (ESR, UBFC), Enrico Picco (ESR, ULB), Mirko Goldmann (ESR, IFISC), 
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Benedikt Vettelschoss (ESR, UGent), Sarah Masaad (ESR, IMEC), Tigers Jonuzi (ESR, VLC), Alessandro Lupo 

(ESR, ULB), Lucas Talandier (ESR, IFISC), Elger Vlieg (ESR, IBM Research), Ingo Fischer (IFISC, online), Alfredo de 

Rossi (Thales, online), Adriana Svetozarova (project manager, Aston).  

 

 
 

Figure 1 Final POST-DIGITAL workshop- impressions 
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Figure 2 Emilio Hernandez-Garcia, Roberta Zambrini , LLuis Arola and Silvia Ortin presenting IFISC and their research 

1.1 AGENDA 
Day 1, September 26th 

Morning session 

9:15h Welcome Prof Emilio Hernandez-Garcia, institute’s director presents IFISC 

9:35h-10:20h Opening talk (Prof Herbert Jaeger, University of Groningen, online “It has taken 2350 years to 

understand symbolic-logical computing. Next step: understanding brains…”) 

10:20h- 10:40h ESR1 Steven Abreu 

10:40h- 11:00h ESR2 Guillaume Pourcel 

11:00h- 11:30h Coffee break 

11:30h- 12:00h Invited talk (Lluis Arola, IFISC: “Emergence of collective learning in coupled neural networks”) 

12:00h- 12:20h ESR3 Anas Skalli 

12:20h- 12:40h ESR4 Enrico Picco 

12:40h- 13:00h ESR10 Benedikt Vettelschoss 

13:00h- 14:30 h Lunch break (Ramón Llull building) 

Session after lunch 

14:30h-14:45h Presentation discussion groups (summarizing and overviewing the Post- 

Digital project + future perspectives) 
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14:45h-16:45h Group discussions 

16:45h-17:00h Conclusions Day 1 

Day 2, September 27th 

Morning session 

9:30h- 10:00h Invited talk (Roberta Zambrini, IFISC: “Quantum Reservoir Computing”) 

10:00h- 10:20h ESR12 Alessandro Lupo 

10:20h- 10:40h ESR14 Lucas Talandier 

10:40h- 11:00h ESR5 Mirko Goldmann 

10:45h- 11:30h Coffee break 

11:30h- 12:00h Invited talk (Silvia Ortin, IFISC: “Adaptive Optical Dendrites”) 

12:00h- 12:20h ESR9 Sarah Masaad 

12:20h- 12:40h ESR11 Tigers Jonuzi 

12:40h- 13:00h ESR15 Elger Vlieg 

13:00h- 14:15h Lunch break (Ramón Llull building) 

Session after lunch 

14:30h-16:30h Group discussions 

16:30h-17:00h Conclusions Day 2 

17:00 End of workshop 

Planned were 3 discussion groups with the following topics:  

Group 1: Concepts 

Group 2: Implementations 

Group 3: Applications 

 

The goal of the discussions was to initiate brainstorming process on different aspects and challenges of the 

project and to prepare a paper on the project and its objectives and achieved results. In order to initiated the 

discussions the ESRs were asked to talk about their research goals, main results and open questions.  
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Figure 3 Group discussions 

1.2 THE FINAL POST-DIGITAL WORKSHOP ON THE PROJECT WEBSITE  
 

The final POST-DIGITAL workshop was announced on the project website. The website provided information 

about the programme and the venue of the event. In addition, it displayed a registration link, leading to a 

Contact Form, thus automating the process of record keeping and maintaining contact with participants.  
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Figure 5 Announcement of the Final POST-DIGITAL workshop on 
the project website 

 

                                                 Figure 6 Webpage with the information on the final POST-DIGITAL workshop 

Figure 4 Registration form 
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