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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The First year POST-DIGITAL workshop was held online on 18 and 19 January 2021 as part of a two days 

POST-DIGITAL event. This was the first network event gathering all industrial and academic project partners, 

supervisors/co-supervisors and ESRs. All recruited ESRs (14 out of 15 at the time of the event) took part in the 

workshop and presented their background, research interests and individual projects, answered questions 

and discussed specificities in detail with the Consortium’s scientists, Work Package leaders and fellow ESRs.  

The recordings of the event are available on the POST-DIGITAL website in a password protected area for all 

ESRs and especially ESR10 who was recruited later and did not take part in the event. 

The Transferable Skills workshop (TSW I) was held online on 24 to 26 March 2021. Exploiting synergies with 

3 additional Initial Training Networks coordinated by Aston Institute of Photonic Technologies at Aston 

University, the intense workshop engaged high-calibre speakers from both within Aston and professional 

external facilitators to provide targeted training. Over the course of the 3-day workshop, areas covered were 

science communication, open access, scientific writing - in particular for the Nature group of publications - 

and finally presentation skills and public engagement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GA 860360-POST-DIGITAL Deliverable D6.1 

 

 

© POST-DIGITAL consortium 2020-2024 Dissemination Level: Public Page 4 | 20 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Executive Summary ................................................................................................................................................ 3 

List of Figures ......................................................................................................................................................... 5 

List of Acronyms ..................................................................................................................................................... 5 

1 First year POST-DIGITAL workshop and Induction event ........................................................................... 6 

1.1 Agenda ................................................................................................................................................... 6 

1.2 Induction event ...................................................................................................................................... 7 

1.3 First Year POST-DGITAL Workshop ........................................................................................................ 9 

2 Transferable Skills Workshop (TSW I) ...................................................................................................... 11 

2.1 Agenda ................................................................................................................................................. 12 

2.2 High Calibre Facilitators ....................................................................................................................... 13 

2.3 Websites and Social media .................................................................................................................. 15 

2.4 Feedback and Evaluation ..................................................................................................................... 16 

3 Annex 1 .................................................................................................................................................... 17 

4 Annex 2 .................................................................................................................................................... 19 

 

  



GA 860360-POST-DIGITAL Deliverable D6.1 

 

 

© POST-DIGITAL consortium 2020-2024 Dissemination Level: Public Page 5 | 20 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 1 POST-DIGITAL project meeting on 18 January 2021. ............................................................................... 8 

Figure 2 POST-DIGITAL website- induction. ........................................................................................................... 9 

Figure 3 Presentations of 14 POST-DIGITAL ESRs during the First year workshop .............................................. 11 

Figure 4 Transferable Skills Workshop 1 on the POST-DIGITAL website ............................................................. 15 

Figure 5 The Transferable Skills Workshop 1 on Twitter ..................................................................................... 16 

 

LIST OF ACRONYMS 

AiPT Aston Institute of Photonic Technologies 

EC European Commission 

ESR Early Stage Researcher 

ETN European Training Network  

POST-DIGITAL Project ‘POST-DIGITAL - European Training Network on Post-Digital Computing’ EC GA 860830 

 

 

  



GA 860360-POST-DIGITAL Deliverable D6.1 

 

 

© POST-DIGITAL consortium 2020-2024 Dissemination Level: Public Page 6 | 20 

1 FIRST YEAR POST-DIGITAL WORKSHOP AND INDUCTION EVENT 

The first POST-DIGITAL workshop was held on 18 and 19 January 2021 as was part of the first POST-DIGTAL 

network meeting. Within the first POST-DIGITAL network meeting we held also an Induction event for the 

ESRs. Originally scheduled for December 2020, the First year POST-DIGITAL workshop was organised online 

and postponed due to the later than anticipated starting dates of most of the ESRs. The delay in the starting 

dates was due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the related travel restrictions, longer visa proceedings and 

more complex HR procedures.  

This event was the first network gathering of all industrial and academic partners and all recruited ESRs, its 

main goal was for the POST-DIGITAL team members to meet and get to know each other.  It provided an 

important networking opportunity and a chance for all ESRs to meet all POST-DIGITAL team members.  

In addition, this online workshop presented an opportunity for the second Supervisory Board meeting. Two 

representatives of the ESRs (Tigers Jonuzi from VLC Photonics and Mirko Goldmann from IFISC) took part in 

the SB meeting. 

 

1.1 AGENDA 
 

Induction event and First year POST-DIGITAL workshop 

 

18 January 2021, Induction event, 9:30-14h Brussels time 

 

9:30- 9:40 Introduction Round 

9:40- 10:20 Presentations (max 10 minutes each) and discussion (10 min): 

Aston University, University Groningen, ULB  

10:20-10:35 Coffee break 

10:35- 11:10 Presentations and discussion: 

IMEC, UGent, UBFC  

11:10- 11:50 Presentations and discussion: 

IFISC, UIB, LightOn, Thales 

11:50- 12:30 Presentations and discussion: 

IBM, VLC Photonics, IniLabs 

12:30-1:20 Lunch Break 

1:20-2:00 ESR presentations and discussion 

Enrico Picco, ULB (15 min) 

Alessandro Lupo, ULB (15 min) 

2pm End of the event 
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19 January 2021, First year POST-DIGITAL workshop, 9:30-12:20, Brussels time  

 

 

9:30- 10:10 ESR presentations and discussion 

Long Nguyen, Aston (15 min)  

Diego Arguello Ron, Aston (10 min) 

Ivan  Boikov, Thales (5 min) 

10:10- 10:50 ESRs presentations and discussion 

Elger Vlieg, IBM (5 min)  

Tigers Jonuzi, VLC photonics (15min)  

Sarah Masaad, IMEC (10 min)  

10:50-11:00 Coffee Break 

11:00-11:40 ESRs presentations and discussion 

Mirko Goldmann, IFISC (10min)  

Lucas Talandier, IFISC (10 min) 

Daniel Hesslow, LightOn (10 min) 

11:40-12:20 ESRs presentations and discussion 

Anas Skalli, UBFC (15 min)  

Guillaume Pourcel, University Groningen (10 min)  

Steven Abreu, University Groningen, (5 min) 

12:20- 1:00 Lunch break 

1:00-3:00 Supervisory Board Meeting 

 

1.2 INDUCTION EVENT 
 

The two days workshop started with an extended Induction event where all project beneficiaries and 

partners presented their organisations/groups and the project manager informed the ESRs about practical 

administrative issues like outreach activities, deliverables and planned training activities. These presentations 

were part of the extended induction process that the consortium provided to the POST-DIGITAL ESRs and in 

addition to the detailed induction section on the POST-DIGITAL website where reading materials like MSCA 

official guidelines, POST-DIGITAL Grant Agreement and recommended scientific papers are uploaded in a 

password protected area. The papers are commented and classified by topic and/or by group proposing 

them. In the induction section were uploaded materials in the following categories: 

1. Presentation of POST-DIGITAL 
2. General information on Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) 
3. Presentations of the Project partners 
4. Video lectures and talks 
5. Annotated bibliography 
6. Online bibliography 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/
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Figure 1 POST-DIGITAL project meeting on 18 January 2021. 

In order to complete the induction of the POST-DIGITAL ESRs and to support their integration into the POST-

DIGITAL network a questionnaire “Verification of Integration” prepared by the Aston Institute of Photonic 

Technologies was distributed to all ESRs. In addition, a meeting was organised on 22 March 2021 where the 

POST-DIGITAL project manager presented a summary of administrative and legal issues to the 15 ESRs. Both 

the presentation and the recording of the meeting are uploaded in the password protected area on the 

project website. 
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Figure 2 POST-DIGITAL website- induction. 

 

1.3 FIRST YEAR POST-DGITAL WORKSHOP 
 

In the second part of the event- the First year POST-DIGITAL workshop, the ESRs presented their 

background, experience, individual projects and future plans. At the time of this event 14 ESRs were recruited 

with starting dates between September 2020 and February 2021, they all took part in the event.  

 The presentations took between 20 and 10 minutes depending on the starting date of the ESRs.  
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Figure 3 Presentations of 14 POST-DIGITAL ESRs during the First year workshop 

 

After the First year POST-DIGITAL workshop on 19 January 2021 the project supervisory board met to discuss 

the planning for the next 6 months in regards of training activities, deliverables, secondments and mid-term 

check. Representatives of the ESRs were Tigers Jonuzi from VLC Photonics and Mirko Goldmann from IFISC. 

The minutes to the meeting were distributed to all participants within 10 days as set in the consortium 

agreement.  

 

2 TRANSFERABLE SKILLS WORKSHOP (TSW I) 

The Transferable Skills Workshop 1 was organised in collaboration with the projects MEFISTA, REAL-NET and 

WON which are also coordinated by AiPT. The event was held online on 24-26 March 2021 due to the current 

COVID-19 restrictions. The main goal of the workshop was to provide ESRs with the required skills set to 

produce excellent scientific writing and advance their presentations skills and confidence in engaging with 

scientific community and general public. All POST-DIGITAL ESRs took part in the Workshop and will receive a 

certificate from AiPT confirming the successful completion of the training event equivalent to 15 learning 

hours. 
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2.1 AGENDA 
 

Day 1 – 24th March 2021, CET time 

 

09:45 – 10:00 Opening 

10:00 – 12:00 Science communication for ESRs. Prof. John Dudley. 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch break 

13:00 – 14:00 Open access, Hannah Hickman  

14:00  Closing 

 

Day 2 – 25th March 2021, CET time  

 

09:45 – 10:00 Opening 

10:00 – 11:00 Writing and submitting your papers, Rachel Won 

11:00 – 11:15 Break 

11:15 – 12:00 Intellectual Property of Rights – protect your invention with a Patent 

Dr Gorkem Memisoglu 

12:00 – 13:15 Lunch  

13:15 – 14:15 Constructive alignment for academic communication, Dr Srikanth Sugavanam 

14:15  Closing 

 

Day 3 – 26th March 2021, CET 

 

10:25 – 10:30 Opening 

10:30 – 13:45 Presentation Skills, Speaker: Dr Jamie Gallagher of Skillfluence 

13:45 – 14:45 Lunch  

14:45 – 18:00 Public engagements, Speaker: Dr Jamie Gallagher of Skillfluence 

18:00  Closing 

 

The workshop on 25 March 2021 was chaired by the POST-DIGITAL ESR Enrico Picco from ULB, Belgium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.skillfluence.co.uk/
http://www.skillfluence.co.uk/
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2.2 HIGH CALIBRE FACILITATORS 
 

The organisers of TWS1 strove to engage the most suitable and high-profile speakers available. Details and 

credentials of the speakers employed are detailed below. 

 

Prof John Dudley- University of Franche-Comté in Besançon, France 

 

Prof. John Dudley has a long string of acronyms to his name, John Dudley PhD FOSA 

FEOS FIEEE FInstP FSPIE DSc h.c. Hon FRSNZ received B.Sc and PhD degrees from the 

University of Auckland, New Zealand in 1987 and 1992 respectively, and is Professor 

at the University of Franche-Comté in Besançon, France. He has made particular 

contributions in the fields of ultrafast optics, supercontinuum generation and the 

science of rogue waves, and has published over 500 contributions in journals & 

conference proceedings and delivered over 120 invited talks at major 

conferences.  His research has been extensively cited (14700 times Web of Science; 23000 times Google 

Scholar) and his h-index is an impressive 59/63/71. He has been awarded numerous scientific prises for his 

work (Harold E. Edgerton Award of SPIE, R. W. Wood Prize of OSA) and been elected an Honorary Fellow of the 

Royal Society of New Zealand Te Aparangi. 

Apart from his scientific accolades, John, a SPIE Senior Member, is known as a thought leader in his field as well 

as for his dedicated outreach and science-focused communication in the public sphere. As chair of its steering 

committee, he was instrumental in creating UNESCO’s International Year of Light and Light-based Technologies 

for 2015. 

 

Hannah Hickman- Aston University  

Hannah Hickman is a librarian and Open research Data and Bibliometric specialist at 

Aston University.  She explained Open Access principles and types as well as the open 

access obligations under H2020 talking about Gold versus Green Open Access, 

embargo period, and types of repositories. Particular emphasis was given to the 

Horizon 2020 requirements on Open Access and Data Management. 

 

Dr. Gorkem Memisoglu – MSCA postdoctoral Fellow 

Gorkem Memisoglu is an experimental Physicist and MSCA Postdoctoral Fellow in 

project MULTIPLY, currently on secondment at Aston University from Universidad del 

País Vasco. Gorkem received her PhD in 2015 for her work on hybrid UV-A 

photodetector preparation and characterization. Having worked in industry for 6 

years Gorkem is the inventor or co-inventor of 58 patent applications in both Europe 

and the US in a wide range of areas, including photonics, optoelectronic devices and 

consumer electronics. 



GA 860360-POST-DIGITAL Deliverable D6.1 

 

 

© POST-DIGITAL consortium 2020-2024 Dissemination Level: Public Page 14 | 20 

Dr Rachel Won – Internal Editor Nature Photonics 

Rachel Won joined Nature Photonics in June 2006 from Aston University’s Business 

Partnership Unit in Birmingham, UK where she worked as a Medici Fellow 

commercializing photonics research. She obtained her PhD in optical fibre sensing, 

microwave photonics and fibre nonlinearities as a member of Aston’s Photonics Research 

Group. Prior to that, Rachel worked for Philips Optical Storage in Singapore as an Optics 

Engineer. She holds a Master’s degree from Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 

and a Bachelor’s degree from the National University of Malaysia. Rachel is based in 

London. 

Within the Transferable Skills Workshop Rachel familiarised ESRs with the full range and hierarchy of scientific 

titles from the Nature Publishing House, educating them in what an editor of a Nature journal is looking for 

when assessing a submission for publications. The aim of this session was to encourage ESRs to aim high when 

considering journals for submission of drafts and not to be afraid of the high-impact factor of Nature journals. 

 

Dr. Srikanth Sugavanam – Assistant Professor, SCEE 

Srikanth Sugavanam is an Assistant Professor, SCEE. Before he was working as post-

doctoral research scientist/EU Project Manager with the Aston Institute of Photonic 

Technologies (AIPT), Aston University. He completed his PhD in 2015 from the AIPT 

under Prof. Sergei Turitsyn, specializing in the area of real-time intensity and spectral 

measurements of fibre laser dynamics. He has also worked in the area of optical 

metamaterials, Raman fibre lasers, and random fibre lasers. His contributions have 

been featured in several international journals, including Nature Photonics and 

Nature Communications. Apart from actively pursuing research, Srikanth is fulfilling the role of Programme 

Manager for the Marie S.Curie Postdoctoral Fellowship programme, MULTIPLY, co-ordinated by Aston 

University. 

Using practical examples and interesting analogies Srikanth presented different tools and principles for 

academic writing.  

 

Dr Jamie Gallagher -Scillfluence 

The training in Presentation skills and Public engagement was delivered by Dr 

Jamie Gallagher. Jamie is an award-winning engagement professional with ten 

years’ experience in the delivery and evaluation of quality engagement 

projects. Working across dozens of institutions and subject areas he has 

helped researchers improve the reach, profile and impact of research 

engagement in almost every academic discipline. Specialising in evaluation 

and impact Jamie provides consultancy services to charities and universities helping them to demonstrate their 

https://www.nature.com/nphoton/
https://www.srikanthsugavanam.com/
http://www.multiply.astonphotonics.uk/
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impact and understand their audiences and stakeholders. Jamie’s provided an interactive and very engaging 

workshop on Presentation skills and Public engagement giving the ESRs the valuable opportunity to 

communicate and work in teams. 

Skillfluence is a young training company based in Glasgow, UK that provides transferable skills training to 

researchers and academics to complement institutional provision.  

 

2.3 WEBSITES AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

The Transferable Skills Workshop 1 was announced on the websites of POST-DIGITAL and its sister projects. 

The information on the POST-DIGITAL website contains the time schedule and information about the 

speakers.  All projects tweeted extensively during the Transferable Skills Workshop, generating interest 

(translating into new followers on this platform), with numerous retweets and ‘likes’ and comments from 

speakers, participants and followers. 

 

Figure 4 Transferable Skills Workshop 1 on the POST-DIGITAL website 
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Figure 5 The Transferable Skills Workshop 1 on Twitter 

 

2.4 FEEDBACK AND EVALUATION 
 

The session of Prof John Dudley on Science Communication on 24 March 2021 addressed 54 participants from 

7 ITN projects, the later sessions were organised for ESRs from the projects POST-DIGITAL, REAL-NET, 

MEFISTA and WON and addressed 25 participants.  In order to evaluate the Transferable Skills Workshop 1 an 

anonymous feedback questionnaire was prepared and distributed to all participants, see Annex 1. Skillfluence 

prepared their own survey and provided us with the summary, see Annex 2.  
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3 ANNEX 1 

Feedback sheet for the 

Transferable skills workshop 

(24th – 26th March 2021) 

 

 

     Disagree    Agree 

A. Relevance of workshop   
     

 1. Relevance of the workshop to your PhD  1 2 3 4 5 

 

2. The programme was well placed within 
the allotted time  

1 2 3 4 5 

 3. Good speakers   1 2 3 4 5 

 

4. The information/skills presented were 
relevant and useful  

1 2 3 4 5 

      
     

B. Workshop Logistics    
     

 

1. Information provided to help with 
logistics for attending the workshop  

1 2 3 4 5 

 2. Support during the workshop  1 2 3 4 5 

 

3. Time allocated for the talks and ask 
questions  

1 2 3 4 5 

      
     

C. Training deliverable    
     

 I am satisfied with    
     

 1. Number of days allocated to the course  1 2 3 4 5 

 2. Delivery methods used  1 2 3 4 5 

 3. Workshop materials and aids  1 2 3 4 5 

 

4. Speakers' knowledge of the subject 
matter  

1 2 3 4 5 

 5. 1st day workshop: John Dudley  1 2 3 4 5 

 6. 2nd day workshop  1 2 3 4 5 

 
7. 3rd day workshop: Jamie Gallagher, 
skillfluence  

1 2 3 4 5 

      
     

D. Overall     
     

 

1. The overall delivery and content of the 
workshop  

1 2 3 4 5 

 

2. How this workshop met my 
expectations  

1 2 3 4 5 

 3. The workshop increase my knowledge 1 2 3 4 5 

 4. How do you rate the usefulness of the event 1 2 3 4 5 
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E. What did you like best about the workshop? 

    

      
     

           

      
     

      
     

      
     

F. What did you like least about the workshop?     

     

     

     

      
     

      
     

G. Please state things you would like to see improved in future workshops 

      
     

      
     

           

           

      
     

      
     

H. Please suggest other possible topics/speakers for future workshops 
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4 ANNEX 2 

                                                                  
Presentation Skills and Public Engagement 

 

Aston University – 26 March 2021 

 

This interactive workshop consisted of 2 topics: 

 

Presentation skills – Researchers discovered how to give award winning presentations through 

storytelling. Being able to describe what you do and why is an essential skill for any researcher 

and this workshop helps you take your communication to the next level. Discover the hints and 

tips that will make your talk stand out from the crowd and how to banish nerves to give a 

confident performance. 

 

Public engagement – This session explored how to create the perfect public engagement 

intervention tailored to the researchers’ skills and subject. Whether new to engagement or looking to 

get new perspectives on what you can do to improve, this workshop was packed with tips, tricks and 

strategies for making the most of your engagement. 

======================================================================= 

Full day zoom session with breaks | Trainer = Dr Jamie Gallagher, Associate Trainer, 

Skillfluence 

 

Evaluation Summary from Skillfluence end of training survey 

 

 

Thirteen participants completed the Skillfluence end of training survey and all said the training met 

their expectations (8%) with 92% saying it exceeded their expectations. The trainer was rated 4.8/5: 

 

“Very dynamic and engaging. I believe that this really will improve my communication skills over 

presentations” 

“I appreciate your energy. A large part of getting people involved with communication is to 

make them enthusiastic about it, and you did an amazing job at this.” 

Participant Testimonial 
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The content was rated 4.6/5 and everyone said they would use what they’d learned and would 

recommend the course to others. 

 

When asked what will you take away from the workshop, the respondents gave the following 

answers: 

 

• “It is actually possible to engage with the public as a STEM scientist. It is not some 

esoteric thing.” 

• “Engaging in public speaking can help to propel your career and make it more fulfilling.” 

• “How to approach a public event and how to valorize at best what I want to say.” 

• “Importance of being secure and how to engage people.” 

• “Be engaging during presentations and try to make them less boring.” 

• “Style is as important as substance.” 

• “Techniques on improving my communication skills and general tips on how to improve 

my presentation material.” 

• “Tips on simplifying explanations, small details of presentations.” 

• “Don't ask people if they can hear you on zoom.” 

• “Video quality is more important than I thought” 

 

When asked about feedback on the training one person suggested it would be great to have been an 

in-person session, one suggested it would have been better in 2 x half-days. Others said: 

 

• “Considering that it was an online day, which is a +10 pt in difficulty, this was pretty 

much perfect.” 

• “Don’t know, it was really good.” 
 

“Thanks Jamie, it was fantastic.” 

Participant Testimonial 


